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Dear Supporters and Stakeholders,

We are thrilled to present Action for AIDS Singapore's Annual Report 
for the year 2023, a year marked by significant strides in our mission to 
promote awareness, prevention, and support for those affected by HIV/
AIDS.

In 2023, we witnessed another landmark change in Singapore's legal 
landscape that has significant implications for people living with HIV 
(PLHIV). An amendment to the Infectious Disease Act (IDA) was mooted 
in 2023 (and passed in 2024), and the changes reflect a nuanced and 
compassionate approach towards people living with HIV. Hitherto there 
have been several cases of persons prosecuted and jailed for non-
disclosure of their HIV status, despite being on optimal treatment and 
having undetectable viral loads. The amendment to the IDA states that 
people living with HIV who have undetectable viral loads are no longer 
required to inform their sexual partners as there is no risk of HIV infection. 
The following conditions need to be met:

•	 Have a stable undetectable HIV viral load consistently below 200 
copies per ml of blood, for at least six months, based on test results 
from a recognised laboratory,

•	 Have their most recent undetectable viral load test result be nine 
months or less before the sexual activity in question, and

•	 Have adhered to medical treatment for HIV infection up to the time of 
the sexual activity.

Special and specific laws that criminalise the possibility of HIV transmission 
have not been shown to reduce the spread of HIV. On the contrary, 
they have the opposite effect of perpetuating HIV-related stigma and 
discrimination experienced by persons living with and those at risk of HIV. 
The prospect of prosecution, conviction, and public shaming of individuals 
who fall foul of the law results in the fear of HIV testing, delay in initiation of 
treatment, poorer clinical outcomes, and continued HIV transmission in the 
community.

We welcome the amendment as it will help advance public health goals of 
reducing HIV transmissions and HIV-related stigma. It keeps our legislation 
up to date with scientific evidence on the effectiveness of antiretroviral 
therapy (ART) in suppressing the viral loads of PLHIV down to undetectable 
levels, thus preventing onward transmission of HIV to their sexual partners. 
This is known as Undetectable = Untransmittable, or U=U, and has been 
endorsed by the World Health Organisation and major health institutions 
and governments. 

In 2023, Action for AIDS Singapore continued its efforts to combat the 
spread of HIV and provide support to those affected by the virus. Based 
on preliminary data in 2023, there were 209 new HIV infections, slightly 

President’s Message

Professor Roy Chan
President, AfA Singapore
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up from 202 new infections in 2022. Breaking down the data, among 
heterosexual males, there were 56 new HIV infections in 2023, compared 
to 62 in 2022. For men who have sex with men (MSM), there were 131 new 
infections in 2023, an increase from 111 in 2022.

It is disappointing to see the rise in infections among MSM. We need to 
look for ways to reach the target audience to increase testing, awareness 
and adoption of PrEP, while maintaining the advice on condom use to 
prevent not just HIV infection but also STIs. We will keep up educational 
campaigns targeting heterosexual males at high-risk of HIV/STIs. We hope 
that the roll-out of access to HIV self-test kits will have an impact on earlier 
diagnosis, and we hope that community- based STI testing will be allowed 
to resume as soon as possible. 

In 2023, the Board of Trustees of the AfA Endowment Fund stepped down. 
The BOT was formed 20 years ago in 2004 to grow the nest egg of funds 
that would see AfA through lean times. The fund started with SGD800,000 
and this grew to over SGD3,000,000 at the time of dissolution. We are very 
grateful for the hard work and dedication of the BOT in raising funds and 
safeguarding the hard-earned monies. I will sorely miss their counsel and 
camaraderie. The fund will be managed by the Finance and Fundraising 
Committee of the AfA Board.

In 2023 we bade farewell to Ms Sumita Banerjee, our ED of 8 years. In her 
tenure, Sumita strengthened our governance, programmes and financial 
position. We will miss her cool and calm personality. We are pleased to 
have found a worthy replacement in Mr Chronos Kwok, who has bravely 
stepped up to the plate.

It is essential to note that the fight against HIV/AIDS is far from over. Stigma, 
discrimination, and misinformation continue to pose significant barriers to 
prevention and treatment efforts. As we move forward, Action for AIDS 
Singapore remains committed to advocating for policies that promote 
inclusivity, dignity, and human rights for all individuals affected by HIV/AIDS.

In conclusion, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to our partners, volunteers, 
and supporters who have contributed to our work throughout the year. 
Together, we will continue to strive towards a future free from HIV/AIDS, and 
HIV-related stigma and discrimination.
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Executive Director's Message cont’d

I am both honoured and humbled to address you as the newly appointed 
Executive Director of AfA Singapore. As I step into this role, I am filled with 
a profound sense of responsibility and commitment to the vital mission that 
guides our collective efforts.

Our annual report serves not only as a reflection of our past achievements 
but also as a roadmap for the journey ahead. It is a testament to the 
dedication and hard work of every member of our community, from our staff 
and volunteers to our partners, donors, and supporters.

Over the past year, despite the many challenges we have faced, AfA’s 
programmes and services continued to make significant strides in the 
fight against HIV. Client numbers stayed on an upward trend at both our 
Anonymous and Mobile Testing Services (ATS and MTS). A total of 5313 
HIV tests were done at the ATS – this is the first time we crossed the 
5,000 mark since the COVID-19 pandemic hit at the end of 2019. The HIV 
positivity rate at ATS remained low at 0.45% and we were able to maintain 
a 100% linkage to care rate for the clients who needed follow-up. Over at 
MTS, it was encouraging to see that 2704 HIV tests were done in 2023, 
exceeding pre-COVID figures. With plans to explore new deployment sites 
in the coming year, MTS aims to improve access and drive uptake of HIV 
testing services among at risk persons.

Our testing services have a great track record of providing clients with safe, 
anonymous and easy access to HIV rapid tests in a professional yet friendly 
environment. Over the years, we expanded and provided clients with other 
tests like the rapid syphilis test as well as gonorrhoea and chlamydia swab 
tests. Unfortunately, due to changes in regulatory policies, we are now no 
longer able to continue with the testing of these other sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs). Although we are disappointed with this development, we 
persist in our engagement with the relevant bodies to advocate for the 
resumption of these important services at the community level.

Through our comprehensive outreach programmes, we worked tirelessly 
to raise awareness, combat stigma, and promote prevention efforts 
within the two key affected populations in Singapore: heterosexual men 
(HSM) with multiple partners and men who have sex with men (MSM). In 
2023, the heterosexual outreach (HSO) programme reached a total of 
66,570 individuals providing them with HIV and STI information through a 
combination of outreach programmes at clubs, coffee shops and transit 
points. Over at the MSM programme, social media outreach remains as the 
key engagement tool and with over 127,000 interactions recorded in 2023. 
Our aim is to become a key sexual health resource for the MSM community. 

As part of our effort to increase HIV/STI awareness among the MSM 
community in Singapore we once again worked with the incomparable 
Leon Cheo to create the third season of the People Like Us webseries. The 
launch event in December 2023 was held in conjunction with World AIDS 
Day and was wellattended by many of our community partners, donors 

Chronos Kwok 
Executive Director

Executive Director’s Message
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and supporters. All 3 seasons of PLU can be viewed on the Gayhealth.sg 
YouTube channel, and we hope that everyone will enjoy watching them.

In addition to our prevention efforts, we intensified our focus on providing 
comprehensive support services to those living with HIV/AIDS. From linkage 
to medical care and counselling to financial assistance and legal advocacy, 
we stood alongside our clients every step of the way. In 2023, a total 
amount of $49,056 in direct financial assistance was dispensed through the 
various grant schemes we have in place.

Lastly, we are particularly proud of our advocacy work in 2023, as we 
amplified the voices of those affected by HIV/AIDS and advocated for 
policies that promote equity, justice, and inclusivity. This cumulated at 
the end of the year when the Ministry of Health announced that HIV non-
disclosure requirements under the Infectious Diseases Act (IDA) would be 
reviewed, and public health policy aligned with the latest scientific evidence. 
The amendment to the IDA now states that people living with HIV (PLHIV) 
and who have undetectable viral loads are no longer required to inform their 
sexual partners as there is no risk of HIV infection. This change will no doubt 
go a long way in addressing HIV stigma and discrimination faced by PLHIV 
as well as encourage more to step forward to get themselves tested.

As we look to the future, we must remain steadfast in our commitment to 
our mission. We must continue to innovate and adapt to the ever-evolving 
landscape of HIV/AIDS, ensuring that our programmes and services 
meet the evolving needs of those we serve. I am deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to lead AfA into a future where HIV is no longer a threat, where 
stigma is eradicated, and where every individual is treated with dignity and 
respect.
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AfA is a non-governmental organisation dedicated to fighting 
HIV infection and AIDS in Singapore. It draws upon a network of 
healthcare professionals, advocates, educators and volunteers, to 
implement educational, testing, treatment and welfare programmes.

AfA was formed in 1988 in response to the global and local spread 
of HIV infection. It is a registered Social Service agency and has been 
recognised as an Institution of Public Character (IPC) since 2004. 
It has introduced numerous innovative projects and runs a broad 
range of educational outreach, HIV and STI testing, support and 
welfare programmes. The society’s programmes are managed and 
implemented by staff with the support of volunteers. The organisation 
is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors and funded through 
grants from government agencies, foundations and corporate 
partners. Additionally, AfA receives donations from both private 
individuals and businesses.

 

Action For Aids (AfA) is Singapore’s Leading Independent 
Organisation Of HIV & Sexual Health Experts And Advocates

	Zero New HIV Infections

	Zero AIDS Deaths

	Zero HIV/AIDS-related Stigma and Discrimination

	Prevent HIV transmission through promotion of behavioural and 
biomedical strategies; 

	Reduce the impact of HIV and AIDS by working towards universal 
access to prevention, treatment and care; 

	 Advocate for policies and programmes that will reduce HIV-related 
stigma and discrimination in Singapore.

	Respond to syndemics of sexually-transmitted infections, mental 
health and substance use.

About Action for AIDS

Our Vision

Our Mission

Ending HIV in Singapore by 2030

We are committed to...
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Getting to Zero

How We Work
	Apply expertise and 

deliver results

	Engage communities and  
key populations

	Leverage convening and  
networking capacity

	Harness information  
technology

	Synergise local efforts

	Strengthen partnerships

	Drive change and innovation

	Be accountable

Zero New Infections 
Through Education
Education is an important 
pillar of our mission, and 
these programmes help to 
raise awareness of HIV and 
AIDS with the two most at-risk 
communities in Singapore 
through targeted outreach 
activities, namely:

	HSO – Heterosexual 
Outreach Programme

	MSM – Men Who Have 
Sex with Men Outreach 
Programme

Additionally, AfA implements 
educational programmes 
targeting women and youth.

Our Values
	Integrity

	Caring

	Embrace Diversity

	Collaboration and  
Partnership

	Equality and Shared  
Responsibilities

Zero Deaths Through 
Care and Support
Anonymous HIV-testing 
enables early detection and 
treatment. Financial assistance 
provides help for those in 
need. Support groups and 
counselling help infected and 
affected individuals cope with 
HIV infection and close the 
gap between diagnosis and 
care.

	ATS – Anonymous Testing 
Service

	MTS – Mobile Testing 
Service

	Coordinated Care

Our Foundations
Reflecting the core strengths 
and assets of AfA:

	Foundation 1  
Programmes and policies 
are evidence-based

	Foundation 2  
Programmes and policies 
are rights-based

	Foundation 3  
Programmes are efficient 
and effective

	Foundation 4  
Organisation is responsive 
and innovative

Zero Stigma and 
Discrimination 
Through Advocacy
Since its inception, AfA has 
been a visible advocate for the 
fair treatment of PLHIV. Today, 
we continue our efforts to 
advocate access to affordable 
treatment for all PLHIV.

	SAC – Singapore 
AIDS Conference

	LOVE – Fundraising Gala

	SACM – Singapore AIDS 
Candlelight Memorial

	Advocacy and Partnerships
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Mailing and Contact 
Information
Mailing Address 
9 Kelantan Lane #03-01 
Singapore 208628
Contact Information 
Tel: (65) 6254 0212
Email: info@afa.org.sg
Social Media 
facebook.com/afa.singapore 
instagram.com/afa.singapore 
threads.net/@afa.singapore
linkedin.com/company/afa-singapore
Name of Organisation 
Action for AIDS (Singapore) 
UEN: S88SS0126A 
IPC No: HEF0006/G
Date of Charity Registration: 
7 October 1994

Our Committees
Executive 
Committee
President 
Prof. Roy Chan

Vice President 
Prof. David Lye

Honorary Secretary 
Mr. Thomas Ng

Honorary Treasurer 
Ms. Cheryl Yeo

Committee Members 
Dr. Wong Chen Seong
Prof. Paul Ananth Tambyah
Ms. Dawn Mok
Mr. Benedict Thambiah
Mr. Saxone Woon
Dr. Carl Firth
Dr. Choy Chiaw Yee

Auditors
Unity Assurance PAC

Sub-Committees
Programmes
Prof. Paul Ananth Thambyah 
(Chair)
Dr. Wong Chen Seong
Dr. Choy Chiaw Yee

Communications
Mr. Benedict Thambiah (Chair)
Mr. Thomas Ng

Information and Technology
Mr. Saxone Woon (Chair)
Dr. Choy Chiaw Yee

Human Resources
Dr. Wong Chen Seong (Chair)
Mr. Benedict Thambiah
Ms. Dawn Mok

Finance and Fund Raising
Ms. Cheryl Yeo (Chair)
Prof. David Lye
Dr. Carl Firth
Prof. Roy Chan
Mr. Saxone Woon

Audit
Mr. Thomas Ng (Chair)
Dr. Wong Chen Seong
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Chronos Kwok
Executive Director

Terry Lim
Associate Director, 
Outreach Education and Mobile 
Testing	

Thomas Nah
Executive,
Heterosexual Outreach Programme

Calvin Tan
Executive,
MSM Outreach Programme

Fikri Alkhatib
Manager,
Anonymous Testing Service (ATS) 
and Community Research

Danial Mo
Coordinator,
HIV Self-Testing Pilot and ATS

Ong Hui Min
Senior Executive,
Mobile Testing Service (MTS) and 
Women’s Programme	  

Anwar Hashim
Assistant Director,
Coordinated Care, Volunteer and 
Donor Management

Atiqah Tarmonoh
Executive,
Coordinated Care, Volunteer and 
Donor Management 

Ben Leong
Executive,
Communications

Charo Zerda
Administrative Coordinator

Our Team
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An important pillar of our mission, these 
programmes help raise awareness of 
HIV/AIDS through direct and provocative 
outreach activities to communities at risk.

Behavioural change is only possible 
through integrative programming and 
support by venue owners, volunteers and 
coordinators.

EDUCATE

By Terry Lim And Thomas Nah
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2023 saw us getting back into the swing of things, with our outreach and 
testing almost at pre-COVID levels. The number of heterosexual men 
tested by AfA increased from 2,512 in 2022 to 3,302 in 2023. We also 
had the opportunity to be part of the successful Be Tested Anonymously 
campaign which helped to increase testing uptake. 

Our very own Terry Lim was invited as a guest on a podcast organied by 
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy that discussed the topic of HIV 
discrimination. The episode, which aired in November, was very well-
received. 

We are excited to be working more closely with different stakeholders on 
our annual HSO survey to better understand our audience: the sexual 
behaviours, attitudes, and knowledge of heterosexual men. We will 
continue to innovate to stay relevant amid the ever-changing environment 
and to constantly engage our audience.      

To keep up with the times, we are coming up with new initiatives to 
outreach to a wider group of heterosexual men. We will be starting our 
S-League outreach in 2024, which will enable us to target a more racially 
diverse group of men aged 16–60. We are also venturing into the online 
space with our upcoming TikTok and podcast initiatives.

Overall, as the annual number of newly notified cases of HIV infection 
amongst heterosexual men continue to drop, we are hopeful that we will 
be able to reap the benefits of our hard effort soon. We would always like 
to thank all our volunteers and stakeholders for all the time and effort in 
supporting our mission.

Thomas Nah 
Executive,
Heterosexual Outreach Programme

Heterosexual 
Outreach Programme

HSO   www.afa.org.sg/HSO

Terry Lim 
Associate Director,
Outreach Education and Mobile Testing

By Terry Lim And Thomas Nah

Figure 1. HSO Programme Reach by Year
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HSO Club Outreach at Sembawang 
road

AFA volunteer engaging during 
coffeeshop

HSO Club Outreach at Geylang

Figure 2. HSO Programme Reach by Sub-Programme (2023)

Figure 3. Heterosexual Testing by Year

HSO Programme cont’d

By Chronos Kwok and Calvin Tan

HSO Safer Sex Show
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By Chronos Kwok and Calvin Tan

Chronos Kwok 
Executive Director

Calvin Tan 
Executive, MSM Outreach Programme

Increase focus on spreading awareness in the online space 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the MSM outreach programme pivoted 
our efforts into the online space and started to develop content for our 
social media pages. In 2023 we ramped up our efforts with an increased 
focus on spreading HIV awareness online. In March, we launched our 

“Safety Video” campaign, spoofing an inflight safety video to bring across 
safer sex messages in a catchy and light-hearted manner to our target 

audience. Following the campaign 
video, we created a series of 
topical posts. They ranged from 
HIV prevention-related ones like 
HIV testing, condom use and PrEP 
use to other more lifestyle-leaning 
topics like sauna etiquette and 
dating apps. Overall, this continued 
effort in populating the online space 
enabled us to reach out to the 
wider MSM community. 

Men Who Have Sex With Men 
(MSM) Outreach Programme

MSM   www.afa.org.sg/MSM
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MSM Outreach Programme cont’d

People Like Us Season 3 
As part of our efforts to increase 
awareness on HIV and STIs 
among the MSM community in 
Singapore, we launched the third 
season on the People Like Us 
webseries in December 2023. The 
first and second seasons of PLU 
were launched in 2016 and 2019 
respectively with the objective of 
encouraging the uptake of HIV 
testing and access to other sexual 
health services. Through the 
direction of its creator, Leon Cheo, 
the series was able to do that by 
telling stories in a relatable and 
sensitive manner. 

On a broader level, we hope that 
the series would also serve as a 
platform to highlight the struggles 
and complex issues faced by the 
LGBTQ+ community in Singapore. 
Both seasons were very well-     
received by the community and 
Season 2 was even nominated 
for Best Short-Form series at the 
48th International Emmy® Awards 
in 2020, not only representing 
Singapore but all of Asia in that 
category.

With the repeal of section 377A 
in 2022, we aim to have more 
inclusive and pertinent safer sex 
education for gay, bisexual and 
other men who have sex with 
men in Singapore. We also hope 
that this will make it easier for 
the community to access early 
diagnosis and care for HIV infection, 
STIs and other health challenges. 
For these reasons, we decided to 
bring PLU season 3 to life this year.

The total online engagement (views, 
likes, comments, shares, and 
saves) for 2023 on both Facebook 
and Instagram reached 127,736. 
We will continue to focus on 
content development and to build 
up our audience so as to become 
a key sexual health resource for the 
MSM community.
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Overcoming challenges to sustain testing numbers 
MSM HIV testing numbers continue to do well in 2023 due to our regular 
and consistent outreach testing sessions at the clubs and saunas. It is also 
a testament to the effectiveness of our online campaigns which are driving 
more MSM to test. However, due to changes in government regulations, we 
faced two major challenges this year.

We held the launch on 7 December 
2023 at The Projector and hosted 
over 200 community partners and 
stakeholders at the event. All 3 
seasons of PLU can be viewed on 
the Gayhealth.sg YouTube channel.

First was the suspension of outreach testing in the saunas in April. We were 
unfortunately informed that we cannot conduct testing services within any 
of the sauna premises. However, in October we managed to come up with 
a workaround by deploying the MTS van near the sauna so that we can still 
continue providing tests to those going to the saunas. Due to location and 
parking challenges, we could only do this for 2 of the 4 saunas in operation.

Second was the suspension of rapid syphilis tests from July. Even though 
awareness of syphilis among MSM is quite high, many of them do not test 
regularly or have not tested for syphilis due to lack of access. We were one 
of the very few syphilis testing services that MSM could use but can no 
longer offer the test. Nonetheless, we will continue to advocate for it to the 
regulators and at the same time look for alternative ways to bridge this gap.

In the area of collateral distribution, 
the number of condom and 
lubricant packets distributed at the 
various MSM-frequented venues 
have reached pre-COVID levels. 
We will continue to work with our 
partners and stakeholders to keep 
up the level of distribution in the 
coming year.
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Community Engagement  
Besides our outreach events, 2023 
proved to be a busy year with a 
range of community engagement 
activities like our Gayhealth.sg 
booth at Pinkdot, PrEP workshop 
during PinkFest, Pink Carpet Youth 
drop-in sessions and our twice-a-
year Pink Carpet counsellor training. 
We were also invited to conduct a 
HIV awareness talk at JP Morgan’s 
LGBTQ+ event in December. We 
look forward to more of these 
engagement opportunities in the 
coming year.

MSM Outreach Programme cont’d



Anonymous HIV-testing promotes wider 
community awareness and well-being.

The organisation also provides financial 
assistance, leads specific support groups 
and other empowerment workshops to 
close the gap between diagnosis and care.

SUPPORT AND CARE
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In 2023, ATS saw 5,510 clients, a 35% increase from the 4088 seen in 
2022. This brought ATS back to pre-COVID service levels, largely bolstered 
by an increase in heterosexual clients. While the number of homosexual 
and bisexual clients had returned to pre-COVID levels (~3000 clients/year) 
from 2021, heterosexual numbers lagged behind this. However, 2023 saw 
a heartening 75% increase in heterosexual clients at ATS (from 1,278 to 
2,234 clients), in tandem with the ramping up of the HSO Programme’s 
outreach efforts.

Monthly client figures followed pre-COVID patterns quite closely, but dipped 
in the middle of the year as STI testing was disrupted. There was a surge 
in testing at the end of the year thanks to the Be Tested Anonymously and 
World AIDS Day free testing campaigns.

By Chronos Kwok, Fikri Alkhatib And Danial Mo

Fikri Alkhatib 
Manager, Anonymous Testing Service 
(ATS) & Community Research

Danial Mo 
Coordinator, HIV Self Testing Pilot
Project, ATS

Chronos Kwok 
Executive Director

Anonymous Testing 
Service

ATS   www.afa.org.sg/ATS
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HIV Self-Testing Pilot 
Launched in Aug 2022, ATS 
continued to support the HIVST 
pilot in 2023. Clients aged 21 and 
above can buy up to 3 OraQuick 
In-Home HIV Test kits each. Clients 
are provided with guidance on the 
use of the kit as well as optional 
sexual health counselling, and have 
access to a hotline should they 
require any further advice.

The pilot was expanded to MTS 
and our community partner Project 
X in Feb and Oct 2023 respectively 
to reach more clients.

In Dec 2023, AfA and NCID 
presented the preliminary findings 
of the pilot at the Singapore HIV 
Congress. While HIVST sales 
make up a small proportion of 
ATS’ operations (5% of clients 
purchase HIVST kits), there are 
some promising indications that this 
new modality opens up testing to 
more types of clients. Compared 
to clients who do on-site tests, 
HIVST buyers are more likely to be 
non-Singaporean, older, married, 
heterosexual, and first-time testers.

STI TESTING
Syphilis Testing 
From Jan to Jul 2023, 18 out of 1640 clients (1.10%) tested positive for 
syphilis at ATS. 15 (83%) were MSM, 2 (11%) were heterosexual men 
and 1 (6%) was a heterosexual woman. The syphilis positivity rate has 
been trending upwards since 2020. This points to the continued need for 
education on STI transmission even as HIV rates are declining, especially as 
PrEP may change condom use behaviours. 

11 clients (61%) who tested positive were referred to DSC Clinic for 
treatment, with the remainder arranging for their own treatment.

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Linkage to Care via 
AfA 49 37 16 12 11 18 10 11

Linkage to Care via 
Self-arrangment 12 1 1 5 0 4 2 2

Linkage to Care 
Overseas 2 8 6 8 1 8 6 10

Successful 
Linkage to Care 97% 93.9% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Linkage to Care Referrals: 2016–2023

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

# of Rapid HIV Tests 
Done 7325 6662 5928 5850 3055 4084 3934 5313

Rapid HIV Test +ve 88 71 46 37 16 30 19 24

HIV Confirmatory 
Test Positives 65 49 23 25 12 23 10 5

Rapid HIV Test 
Positivity Rate 1.2% 1.07% 0.78% 0.63% 0.52% 0.73% 0.48% 0.45%

HIV Rapid Test Results: 2016–2023

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023^

# of Syphilis Tests 
Done 2615 2663 3087 2998 1524 1524 1701 1640

Rapid Syphilis +ve 56 37 52 56 13 11 18 18

Rapid Syphilis +ve 
and Rapid HIV +ve 7 3 2 5 1 2 1 1

Positivity (Syphilis) 2.14% 1.39% 1.68% 1.87% 0.85% 0.59% 1.06% 1.10%

Syphilis Rapid Test Results: 2016–2023

*Syphilis test was introduced in 2006
^2023 is Jan to July

HIV TESTING
5,313 clients tested for HIV at ATS in 2023. 94% of these clients were 
men and 59% were MSM. 24 clients (0.45%) tested positive, of whom one 
was a known positive. It is a good sign that HIV positivity rates continue to 
decline, even as testing numbers are going back up.

12 clients were linked to local hospitals for treatment while the remainder 
arranged for their own care, including 9 non-Singaporeans who went 
overseas for treatment.
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Anonymous Testing Service cont’d

Suspension Of Anonymous STI 
Testing 
Due to changes in MOH regulations, 
anonymous GC/CT and syphilis 
testing were suspended in March 
and July 2023 respectively. Clients 
are instead encouraged to seek 
non-anonymous but confidential 
STI testing at DSC Clinic or private 
GPs.

Gonorrhoea/Chlamydia Testing 
Gonorrhoea (GC) and chlamydia 
(CT) continue to be the most 
common STIs among ATS clients 
and in Singapore more generally. 
This is of concern as the presence 
of GC/CT infections increases the 
risk of HIV transmission, and GC/
CT transmission is also evidence 
of unprotected sex that can also 
spread HIV. GC/CT can also 
have severe consequences in 
themselves if left untreated.

From January to March 2023, ATS 
offered oral, rectal and vaginal GC/
CT swabs. (Clients who required 
urine tests were referred to DSC 
Clinic.) 27 out of 172 clients (16%) 
tested positive for at least one GC 
or CT infection. 24 (89%) had 1 
infection, 2 (7%) had 2 infections, 
and 1 (4%) had 4 infections as well 
as syphilis. Vaginal CT was the 
most common infection (detected 
in 7 out of 22 vaginal swabs, 
or 32%), followed by rectal CT 
(detected in 9 out of 76 swabs, or 
12%).

Clients who tested positive for 
GC/CT were generally younger, 
with 78% in the 20-39 age range 
(compared to 65% for HIV and 67% 
for syphilis).

21 clients (78%) who tested 
positive were referred via AfA to 
DSC Clinic for treatment, with the 
remainder arranging for their own 
treatment.
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We are disappointed in this 
development. STI testing is 
important both to address the STIs 
themselves, and because they 
encourage concurrent HIV testing. 
Private STI testing is prohibitively 
expensive, especially for younger 
or lower-income clients, while 
subsidised STI testing often comes 
with long wait times and limited 
operating hours. Furthermore, 
clients – especially those from 
marginalised groups, such as 
MSM, sex workers, and migrant 
workers – often have reservations 
about privacy and sensitivity when 
visiting mainstream healthcare 
professionals.

Prior to the suspension, AfA had 
been providing safe, affordable 
and convenient syphilis testing 
since 2006 and GC/CT testing 
since 2020. Community-based 
STI testing has been proven to 
be a popular and effective way to 
expand access to STI testing, and 
we hope this issue can be revisited 
in the future.
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Anonymous Testing Service cont’d

The pilot has been well-received 
so far. The first two sessions in 
Nov-Dec 2023 were attended by 
52 clients, 21 of whom engaged 
DSC’s services.

There are however some limitations 
to this arrangement. The timing is 
too early for many volunteers and 
clients who usually come in after 
work, and some clients remain 
unwilling to access non-anonymous 
government services. Nonetheless, 

AFA-DSC JOINT CLINIC PILOT 
In response to the suspension of 
our anonymous STI testing services 
and to provide clients with more 
options, AfA and DSC started a 
6-month joint clinic pilot in Nov 
2023. On the first Thursday of 
each month, clients can access 
AfA’s anonymous HIV testing and 
receive referrals for same-day 
comprehensive STI screening, 
PrEP/PEP consultations, and/or 
vaccinations at DSC Clinic.

we welcome more avenues to 
expand voluntary HIV/STI testing, 
and will work closely with DSC to 
ensure the success of the pilot. We 
will concurrently explore ways to 
make community-based STI testing 
available where possible.

By Ong Hui Min



25

AfA ANNUAL REPORT 2023–24

MTS conducted anonymous HIV and syphilis testing on 2704 clients in 
2023, an 8% increase compared to the 2,494 clients in 2022 (Fig 1 and 1A).
The total number of clients seen in 2022 is the second highest number of 
clients seen in a year since the start of the MTS (the highest being 2,963 
clients in 2016). 

There has been a steady increase in number of clients coming to MTS since 
the COVID-19 pandemic and this is likely helped by the increase in media 
exposure that MTS has been enjoying. Some examples include the video 
done by the YouTube channel “Zula”, and several other online outreach 
events done with the HSO Programme.

Outreach events

Besides the regular MTS deployments, 2023 was another year full of 
outreach events which were supported by MTS namely outreach to MSM 
and at-risk HSM as part of AfA’s programmes, and outreach to sex workers, 
universities and the transgender community in partnership with other 
organisations. 

MTS continued our collaboration with Project X and DSC Clinic to provide 
free testing for sex workers in 2023. We reached out to 626 sex workers 
(Fig 2) through outreach events conducted monthly at locations such as 
Geylang, Little India and Orchard Towers. Since the pandemic, engaging 
with sex workers has become more challenging as they have mostly 
moved underground or online. We are glad to still be able to reach out 
to sex workers as they are a part of the hidden population and are often 
in situations where they are at higher risk of exposure to  HIV and STIs. 
Providing them with free testing is critical since many of them cannot afford 
to pay for regular tests at private clinics. Anonymity is also an important 
factor for them as many of them are foreigners and do not want to test at a 
clinic where they must provide their personal information. 

University outreach events were conducted at Yale-NUS, NUHS and NTU 
this year. Once again, MTS was invited to do anonymous HIV testing 
in Yale-NUS and we tested a total of 47 young adults. We also returned 
to NTU for a second year and tested a total of 56 young adults there. In 
November, we were invited to conduct our first outreach in NUHS as part 
of their World AIDS Day event, we were able to test 28 young adults during 
the one-day outreach. In total, the university outreach events attracted 
131 young adults and were appreciated by all the universities. We hope 
to forge a strong relationship with these institutions so that we can have 
these outreach events as permanent collaborations in the future. Finally, we 
embarked on a new collaboration with The T Project to promote testing 
among the transgender community. We piloted a testing session at the 

Ong Hui Min 
Senior Executive, Mobile Testing Service 
(MTS)

By Ong Hui Min

Mobile Testing 
Service (MTS)

MTS   www.afa.org.sg/MTS
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Figure 1A

Figure 2

Mobile Testing Service cont’d

Figure 1Alicia Community Centre, during 
which 22 clients got tested. We 
look forward to deepening our 
collaboration in the future with more 
regular testing and information 
sharing sessions.

MTS Client Demographics 
The number of male clients at 
MTS continued to outnumber 
female clients as in previous years 
with 73% being male clients and 
26% being female clients. Almost 
all male clients were cisgender, 
while 30% of female clients were 
transgender. As sex workers 
constituted the majority of our 
female clients, the decrease in 
the number of sex workers tested 
in 2023 resulted in a drop in the 
overall percentage of female clients. 
However, if we looked solely at 
public clients, the number of female 
clients went up 55% from 110 in 
2022 to 171 in 2023.
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HIV Positivity Statistics 
In 2023, there were 8 reactive 
HIV results as compared to 4 in 
2022. The reactivity rate increased 
from 0.16% to 0.30%. Only 2 
out of 8 reactive clients were 
Singaporean residents: one was a 
Permanent Resident (PR) who was 
referred to treatment in his home 
country, while the other one was a 
Singaporean citizen who was linked 
to care locally. They were also both 
cisgender men.

The other 6 reactive clients were 
transgender sex workers. 2 of them 
were already on treatment and have 
an undetectable viral load while the 
rest of them were referred to care 
by Project X as they were all tested 
during Project X outreach events. 
All of them were successfully linked 
to treatment. As there seems to 
be a high number of transgender 
sex workers with reactive results, 
it proves that we must continue 
working with our partners to reach 
out to this community. 

Just like previous years, most 
clients who came to get tested at 
MTS were Singaporeans/PRs. A 
total of 1,946 Singaporeans/PR 
came for testing in 2023, making 
it 72% of our clients. There was 
a slight decrease in HIV reactivity 
among Singaporeans/PRs, and a 
slight increase in reactivity among 
clients of other nationalities. The 
highest number of infected were 
between ages 20-29, with 75% 
of reactive clients being in this 
age group. The remaining 25% of 
reactive clients came from the 30-
39 age group.

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5



28

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023^

Syphilis Test Done 613 337 374 596 665 931 791 889

Reactive Result 24 4 5 3 14 7 10 6

Reactivity 3.9% 1.2% 1.3% 0.50% 2.11% 0.75% 1.26% 0.68%

Syphilis Rapid Test Results: 2016–2023

Figure 8

HIV (Rapid) HIV (WB) Syphilis

Test Done 2698 0 889

Reactive Results 8 0 6

Reactive% 0.297% 0% 0.675%

Test Results

Figure 7

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

HIV Rapid Test +VE 19 20* 8 7 6 7 4 8

Western Blot 
Positive 10 9 2 6 4 3 1 0

L2C via Afa 8 5 1 5 3 3 2 1

L2C via Self-
Arrangment 0 1 2 0 2 2 2 7

L2C Overseas 1 11 4 1 0 0 0 0

Successful L2C 47% 85% 88% 86% 83% 71% 100% 100%

MTS Linkage to Care: 2016–2023

Figure 9

Syphilis Testing And Positivity 
Rates 
As part of the testing procedure at 
MTS, we educate our clients not 
only about HIV, but also general 
sexual health during the pre-test 
counselling session. We observe 
that there are more clients who 
have heard of syphilis, however they 
may not be testing regularly or have 
never tested for syphilis before. This 
is because of low accessibility for 
anonymous syphilis testing services 
and some think that syphilis is not 
as worrying of an STI compared to 
HIV. 

Before syphilis testing was 
suspended in July 2023, 889 clients 
tested for syphilis. Had it been 
allowed to continue, we would 
likely have seen more than double 
the number of clients testing for 
syphilis compared to 2022, when 
791 clients were tested. 6 clients 
(0.68%) tested positive for syphilis. 
3 were sex workers and were 
linked to treatment by Project X. 
Of the remaining 3, 2 were linked 
to treatment at DSC Clinic and 1 
sought treatment on his own.

Mobile Testing Service Sites
All MTS deployment sites are 
based on client feedback and 
are accessibly located near MRT 
stations so as to facilitate HIV 
testing on a regular basis. However, 
it is also important to consider 
clients who prefer secluded 
locations, hence there are locations 
like Jurong Central Park, Bugis and 
Bukit Gombak. MTS is open to 
suggestions on new sites that are 
both accessible and discreet. We 
would also like to discover locations 
with shelters so that we can still 
operate in wet weather. The MTS 
van will continue to make testing 
services as widely available as 
possible to promote the uptake of 
HIV testing especially among at-risk 
persons.

Figure 6

Mobile Testing Service cont’d

By Anwar Hashim & Atiqah Tarmonoh

^2023 is Jan to July
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In 2023, $49,056 in direct financial assistance was dispensed via our 
various programmes to assist 70 PLHIV and their family members. These 
funds help to offset the cost of financing their medication and living with HIV.

The majority of the funds was distributed through the Care for Family Fund, 
which distributed a total of $32,800 to 42 applicants. The HIV+ Pregnant 
Mothers and the Emergency Funds received no applications.      

The Paddy Chew Patient Welfare Fund awarded a total of $13,000 to 
13 applicants. To be eligible for the fund, applicants must participate 
in HIV empowerment, prevention, and/or support activities. The fund’s 
beneficiaries clocked 631 Greater Involvement of People Living with HIV 
(GIPA) hours this year through support group participation and outreach 
activities.

$3256 was dispensed to 15 persons under the Linkage to Care subsidy 
to subsidise the initial cost of treatment at local hospitals for those newly 
diagnosed with HIV.

REVIVE Empowerment Programme 
In 2023, it was especially regrettable that registered applicants could not 
commit to the date and times scheduled for the workshop. As a result, only 
four people attended and completed REVIVE, an empowerment project that 
attempts to provide emotional and other support to PLHIVs as they come 
to terms with their HIV status by connecting them to a peer group. The 
sessions lasted four weeks, and they received twelve months of support 
through a private group chat. Referrals were made through AfA testing 
locations and medical social worker, some were self-referred.

The programme applies GIPA principles and involves PLHIVs in programme 
planning and implementation. Participants of the support group are linked 
to volunteer positions at AfA, various outreach programmes, research 
participation, and channels for providing critical feedback for services that 
they access. This year, we trained 5 participants to volunteer on a regular 
basis at our testing services and outreach activities.

What is GIPA? 
The Greater Involvement of People Living with HIV (GIPA) is a guiding 
principle that was formally adopted at the Paris AIDS Summit in 1994. 
It aims to realise the rights and responsibilities of people living with HIV, 
including their right to self-determination and participation in decision-
making processes that affect their lives. In these efforts, GIPA also aims to 
enhance the quality and effectiveness of the AIDS response and is critical to 
progress and sustainability.     

www.afa.org.sg/coordinatedcare

Coordinated Care

By Anwar Hashim & Atiqah Tarmonoh

Anwar Hashim 
Assistant Director, Coordinated Care, 
Volunteer and Donor Management

Atiqah Tarmonoh
Executive, Coordinated Care, Volunteer 
and Donor Management 
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In practice, GIPA involves scaling 
up the active and meaningful 
participation of PLHIV in all 
aspects of the response to HIV 
from decision making to program 
conceptualization and delivery by 
creating an environment that is 
conducive to such participation.

Coordinated Care cont’d



Since its inception, AfA has been a visible 
advocate for the fair treatment of persons 
living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV).

Today, we continue our efforts to seek 
access to affordable treatment for all 
PLHIV, and we sit on the National HIV/AIDS 
committee as a Civil Society Organisation 
(CSO) representative.

ADVOCATE
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Advocacy &
Media Engagement: 
By Ben Leong In 2023, AfA continued to engage 

with the media to raise awareness 
on key issues and advocate to 
remove barriers to HIV services. 
Two issues were given increased 
media attention: workplace fairness 
policies, and criminalisation of 
non-disclosure of HIV-positive 
status to sexual partners. AfA 
actively responded to these issues 
and collaborated with community 
partner organisations to release 
joint statements to the public.

Workplace Fairness Policies
In the context of discussions 
around upcoming Workplace 
Fairness Legislation, AfA and 
Oogachaga released a joint 
statement on the need to include 
medical conditions, physical 
attributes, sexual orientation, and 

gender identity as protected 
categories for protection against 
discrimination in the workplace. 
This joint statement is also a 
reaffirmation of AfA’s continued 
advocacy for workplace protections 
for PLHIV. 

In a December 2023 Lianhe 
Zaobao article, Calvin Tan shares 
about the experiences that he and 
other people living with HIV have 
faced in seeking employment. In 
addition, industry and ministry 
representatives provide insights 
on HIV-related discrimination 
in the workplace, and how HIV 
awareness, the knowledge of 
Undetectable = Untransmittable, 
and fair employment measures are 
all important in reducing workplace 
stigmatisation.

Ben Leong
Executive,
Communications
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Criminalisation of Non-disclosure 
of HIV Status to Sexual Partners
On November 23, 2023, local news 
reported that a sex worker was 
sentenced to over three years’ jail 
for failing to disclose his HIV status 
to sexual partners. AfA and Project 
X released a joint statement in 
response to the news.
 
In this statement, both 
organisations spoke on how 
disease prevention should be the 
shared responsibility among sexual 
partners regardless of HIV status. 
It also raised awareness on how 
criminalisation has increased HIV 
stigma and created obstacles to 
public health goals rather than 
decreasing HIV transmission. In 
addition, evidence has shown that 
increasing access to HIV education, 
prevention, and treatment are more 
effective than criminalisation in 
reducing HIV transmission.
Media attention on the matter 
increased, with AfA responding 
to queries from multiple news 
agencies regarding a possible 
review of HIV non-disclosure laws 
under the Infectious Diseases Act 
(IDA). 

In December 2023, the Ministry 
of Health announced that they 
would be reviewing the IDA to align 
public health policy with the latest 
scientific evidence. A tangible sign 
of progress after years of advocacy, 
the IDA was later amended in 2024 
to remove the legal requirement for 
PLHIV who have undetectable viral 
loads to disclose their status to their 
sexual partners.
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Other media features

Prof. Roy Chan, President of AfA 
Singapore, was invited by Elle 
Magazine to share about AfA’s 
vision, mission, and planned 
activities for the year-end season, 
as part of a feature article about 
non-profit organisations in their 
December publication.

Terry Lim, Associate Director of 

AfA, together with community 
partner Dr Rayner Tan, were 
featured as guests on the Institute 
of Policy Studies’ On Diversity 
podcast. Interviewed by Liang 
Kaixin, they spoke about common 
misconceptions and stigmas 
surrounding HIV in Singapore, and 
what educational strategies can be 
used to dispel them.

As part of World AIDS Day, 
CNA938 conducted a radio 
interview with Prof. Paul Ananth 
Tambyah on their Asia First 
programme. Prof Tambyah, in his 
capacity as a AfA board member, 
spoke about HIV outreach 
programmes and trends in HIV 
medical research.

Advocacy &
Media Engagement cont’d
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AfA commemorated International AIDS Candlelight Memorial for the 
seventh year digitally in 2023. As part of the memorial, AfA collaborated 
with local company Pindemic to produce a limited-edition enamel lapel pin, 
which was sold online as part of fundraising efforts. The image of the pin is 
a lighted candle combined with a red ribbon, symbolising HIV awareness 
and support for People Living with HIV (PLHIV).

The International AIDS Candlelight Memorial is an annual campaign held on 
the third Sunday in May. It is a time for all of us to remember the many lives 
lost to AIDS. It is an opportunity to honour those who dedicated their lives 
to helping people living with and affected by HIV and continue to mobilise 
our communities in solidarity. 

PLHIV started the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial in 1983 and 
since then there have been thousands of events organized across the 
world by community based organisations. Such events have helped raise 
awareness about HIV and more importantly have helped break down 
stigma within our communities. Since 1988, AfA has celebrated the 
memorial remembering those who have passed away due to the disease. 

INTERNATIONAL AIDS
CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL
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International 
AIDS Candlelight Memorial 2023 cont’d

By Anwar Hashim, Atiqah Tarmonoh & Ben Leong

With the advances in HIV 
management and treatment over 
the last decade, the purposes of 
the event have evolved. Today, the 
memorial serves as an important 
event to remind people that HIV 
is still a serious issue and the 
fight against HIV and AIDS must 
continue.
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World AIDS Day is commemorated 
every 1st of December to raise 
awareness on HIV/AIDS and to 
demonstrate solidarity. 2023's 
global theme 'Let Communities 
Lead' emphasised the leadership 
roles that communities play in HIV 
advocacy. On top of celebrating 
the transformative achievements of 
communities, it was a call to action 
to enable and support communities 
in leading the response against the 
HIV epidemic. Within Singapore 
and beyond, communities 
involved in HIV services are made 
up of people from incredibly 
diverse backgrounds. Individuals 

World Aids Day: 
'Let Communities Lead'
By Anwar Hashim, Atiqah Tarmonoh & Ben Leong

from various races, ages, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, 
gender expressions, sexualities, 
and other identities unite for the 
common goal of ending AIDS and 
HIV-related stigma. As HIV does not 
discriminate and its impact can be 
felt across all segments of society, 
a community-led effort that centres 
unity and diversity is imperative.

AfA is proud to be part of the 
community that is leading the way 
towards achieving three zeroes in 
Singapore: zero new HIV infections, 
zero HIV/AIDS-related deaths, 
and zero HIV-related stigma & 

Anwar Hashim 
Assistant Director, Coordinated Care, 
Volunteer and Donor Management

Atiqah Tarmonoh
Executive, Coordinated Care, Volunteer 
and Donor Management 

Ben Leong
Executive,
Communications
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discrimination. As outlined in our 
Community Blueprint, AfA and our 
community partners work together 
to deliver HIV services to affected 
key populations within our nation.

This World AIDS Day, in conjunction 
with AfA’s 35th anniversary, we 
provided free anonymous HIV tests 
for all throughout December at both 
our Anonymous Testing Service as 
well as Mobile Testing Service.

AfA also participated in the 
Singapore HIV Congress sharing 
about innovative strategies for HIV 
prevention, treatment, and support. 

Concurrently, our MSM team held 
a launch event for season 3 of 
People Like Us on 7 December 
2023 at The Projector Cineleisure. 
The community event garnered 
nearly 300 attendees that evening. 

We held a fundraiser event on 16 
December 2023 spearheaded by 
Victoria Wondersnatch and crew. 
We are deeply thankful for the 
generous donations received from 
those who strongly believe in the 
work that we do. 

The Red Ribbon is a symbol widely 
recognised as a sign of support 
and solidarity with people living 
with HIV. It serves as a reminder 
of the ongoing fight against HIV/
AIDS, as well as a symbol of 
awareness, compassion, and 
hope. It is often worn or displayed 
during events such as World AIDS 
Day and HIV/AIDS awareness 
campaigns to show support for 
those living and affected by HIV, to 
promote education and prevention 
efforts, and to combat stigma and 
discrimination.

World Aids Day: 
'Let Communities Lead' cont’d
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A student from Tanglin Trust School, 
Isha, created for us a crocheted 
version of the Red Ribbon. As part 
of the school curriculum, Isha had 
picked HIV to be her focus for the 
social service module.

To ensure that we incorporate GIPA 
principles (Greater Involvement of 
People Living with HIV/AIDS), our 
women’s support group, Unity, 
started learning crochet skills to 
continue Isha's good effort during 
their weekly meet up.

We also printed T-shirts and reusable shopping bags with the theme 'Let 
Communities Lead', specially designed by our very own Communications 
Executive, Ben Leong.

We continued having our HIV Awareness talk at National University Hospital 
and International French School this year. Additionally, we extended these 
talks to Treasury Wine Estates. 
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In 2023, we received slightly over 
$880,000 in donations and gained 
a small number of new donors 
this year. We would like to convey 
our sincere gratitude to the 792 
persons and 34 organisations who 
strongly believed in our hard work 
and mission to end HIV by 2030, 
and donated funds to our cause. 
This delineates that word about our 
cause had reached a larger pool of 
audience this year.

We are also grateful to have 
received nearly $715,000 in legacy 
contributions and are grateful to 
the late Lioh Chin Bok's estate, the 
late Jade Jocelyn Koh Yaik Gek’s 
estate, and the late Tan Peng 
Soon’s estate. These selfless acts 
of kindness that are a testament of 

Fundraising Efforts
By Anwar Hashim and Atiqah TarmonohBy Anwar Hashim and Atiqah Tarmonoh

www.afa.org.sg/donate

Anwar Hashim 
Assistant Director, Coordinated Care, 
Volunteer and Donor Management

our continued effort to end HIV and 
AIDS in Singapore.

In December 2023, a fundraiser 
was held to benefit our Fund For 
The Arts programme. We would 
like to thank everyone who were 
a part of it one way or another 
as we successfully raised nearly 
$40,000. Thank you to Victoria 
Wondersnatch and crew, for the 
thoughtful initiative of raising 
awareness for HIV through art! 

Aside from receiving donations 
from online platforms, legacy, and 

fundraising events, we launched 
our merchandise and gift platform 
to augment our fundraising 
effort.  Various items ranging from 
condoms to red ribbons, World 
AIDS Day 2023 exclusive T-shirts 
and reusable shopping bags, as 
well as pins are now available for 
sale on our website. 

Lastly, we remain thankful to all 
our current donors and sponsors 
for their steadfast support over the 
years, and synchronously extending 
a warm welcome to the new 
camaraderie made in 2023.

Atiqah Tarmonoh
Executive, Coordinated Care, Volunteer 
and Donor Management 
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In 2023, a total of 113 people 
attended our training sessions, 
which consisted of four Volunteer 
Induction sessions and three 
Sexual Health 101 workshops.

The Volunteer Induction Programme 
was attended by 74 participants. 
During the sessions, volunteers 
were introduced to AfA and our 
history and goals, as well as our 
programmes and areas of work. 
We also educated volunteers on 
the challenges faced by people 
living with and affected by HIV. 
The content includes HIV stigma 
and discrimination, HIV disclosure 

By Anwar Hashim and Atiqah Tarmonoh

Volunteering with AfA

law, and advancement in HIV 
treatment. We hope after attending 
the sessions, the volunteers will 
share in our commitment to HIV 
prevention and education as well 
as advocate against HIV/AIDS 
discrimination.

The Sexual Health 101 Workshop, 
held as part two of the volunteer 
basic training, covered topics 
like HIV, AIDS and STIs. Doctors 
and existing volunteers helped 
to facilitate these sessions and 
dedicated their time to impart 
knowledge on counselling 
techniques and volunteer skills. 

The Sexual Health 101 Workshop 
in 2023 was participated by 39 
people.

Our volunteers clocked in a total 
of 5,445 manhours in various 
programme roles and outreach 
activities. We continue to receive 
new volunteer sign ups every week 
from diverse backgrounds and 
walks of lives. By supporting our 
effort, they come together sharing 
in our vision, mission and values. 
For that, we are humbled. 
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Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
This year’s Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner was held on 14th July 
2023 at JEN Singapore Tanglin 
by Shangri-La. The appreciation 
dinner has been held annually as 
a way to show our gratitude to 
all AfA volunteers in recognition 

of their selfless contribution to our 
mission and bringing tremendous 
value into our work. It also serves 
as an opportunity for volunteers 
to be better acquainted with one 
another and to create precious 
moments together. Volunteers 
form an integral part of our team, 

without them we would not have 
enjoyed the success shown in 
our various outreach and testing 
programmes. We at AfA, remain 
incredibly grateful to our volunteers 
for making a real difference in the 
lives of those affected by HIV.

Volunteering 
wtih AfA cont’d
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The AfA Board’s role is to provide strategic direction and oversight of AfA’s programmes and objectives and to 
steer it towards fulfilling its vision and mission through good governance.

As part of its role, the following matters require Board’s approval:
	Approve budget for the financial year and monitor expenditure against budget.
	Review and approve quarterly financial statements. 
	Regularly monitor the progress of the charity’s programmes.

Term limit of Board
The following Board members have served more than 10 consecutive years:

As part of our board renewal and succession plans, there will be at least one or two potential board members who 
will be invited as observers to the 2024 Board.

Name Reason

Prof. Roy Chan
He has significant local and international experience, extensive technical 
knowledge and close connections with stakeholders, policy makers and 
funders.

Prof. Paul Ananth 
Tambyah

He is a senior ID physician in NUH. He brings to the Board his invaluable 
experience in HIV care as well as advocacy and governance.

Dr. Wong Chen Seong

He is a senior ID consultant in NCID and oversees the National HIV 
Programme. He brings to the Board invaluable experience in HIV prevention 
and care as well as extensive connections with stakeholders and policy 
makers.

Mr. Thomas Ng
He is a lawyer with long-standing experience in laws and policies that affect 
persons living with HIV. It is critical to have someone with that knowledge who 
can support and provide legal advice to AfA as well as our beneficiaries.

Ms Cheryl Yeo
She brings with her extensive knowledge and experience in both law and 
organization management. She has stepped up to take on the Treasurer 
position after the previous Treasure relinquished the position,

Mr Saxone Woon His vast experience in PR and Branding has helped AfA with our digitization 
efforts and also in the areas of public comms and marketing.

Ms. Dawn Mok
She is a champion of staff welfare and well-being. She is a valued member of 
the HR committee as she knows and understands staff very well. She plays 
an important role in interpersonal relations.

Governance
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DECLARATIONS
No Board members were remunerated for their Board services.
Only one staff member was paid over $100,000 in FY. None of the staff serve in the Board of the charity.
The charity has no paid staff who are close members of the family of the Executive Head or Board members.

Conflict of Interest Policy 
All Board members and staff are required to comply with AfA’s conflict of interest policy. The Board has put in 
place documented procedures for Board members and staff to declare actual or potential conflicts of interests on 
a regular and need-to basis. Board members also abstain and do not participate in decision-making on matters 
where they have a conflict of interest. Board will evaluate whether any potential conflicts of interest will affect the 
continuing independence and whether it is appropriate for the individual to continue to remain with the organisation.

Whistle Blowing Policy 
AfA has in place a whistle-blowing policy to address concerns about possible wrongdoing or improprieties in 
financial or other matters within the charity.

Reserves Policy 
See Audited Financial Statements Section.

BOARD MEETINGS AND ATTENDANCE: A total of four Board meetings and one AGM were held during the 
financial year. The following sets out the individual Board member’s attendance at the meetings:

Name Position On Board ATTENDANCE (TOTAL 4 Board Meeting + AGM)

ROY CHAN President 4/4 + AGM

DAVID LYE Vice President 3/4

CHERYL YEO Treasurer 2/4

THOMAS NG Hon. Secretary 2/4

DAWN MOK Member 4/4 + AGM

PAUL ANANTH TAMBYAH Member 4/4 + AGM

BENEDICT THAMBIAH Member 4/4+ AGM

SAXONE WOON Member 2/4

WONG CHEN SEONG Member 4/4 + AGM

CHOY CHIAW YEE Member 4/4 + AGM

CARL FIRTH Member 4/4+ AGM

Governance cont’d



Help Us Reach More
Become an Advocate

Volunteers are one of the 
most important resources for 
our organisation. They come 
from all walks of life and are of 
diverse nationalities.

To learn more about 
volunteering or to sign up, 
please visit our website at:  
afa.org.sg/get-involved

You are our best answer to 
slow down the spread of HIV.

Donate

Only with your wholehearted 
support, we are able to 
continue our aim of achieving 
the three Zeros.

Donation via Credit/Debit 
card: 
please visit our website at 
donate.afa.org.sg

Cheque Donations 
Kindly issue a crossed cheque 
payable to "Action for AIDS 
Singapore" and mail to our 
address.

Cash Donations 
If you would like to make 
a cash donation, please drop 
by our office.

All donations above $50 are tax 
deductible. Please include your NRIC/
FIN/RVB, mobile number, company, or 
your full name when making a donation.

Mailing and Contact 
Information

Mailing Address 
9 Kelantan Lane #03-01 
Singapore 208628

Contact Information 
Tel: (65) 6254 0212
Email: info@afa.org.sg

Social Media 
facebook.com/afa.singapore 
instagram.com/afa.singapore
threads.net/@afa.singapore 
linkedin.com/company/afa-
singapore

Name of Organisation 
Action for AIDS (Singapore)
UEN: S88SS0126A
IPC No: HEF0006/G
Date of Charity Registration: 
7 October 1994



LOVE
is our raison d’être

ACTION
makes things happen

CHANGE
will realise our vision to see
the end of HIV in Singapore
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