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Action for AIDS Singapore Launches Mobile HIV Testing Vehicle and Anti-Stigma Study
for World AIDS Day 2025

SINGAPORE - Action for AIDS Singapore’s (AfA) Mobile Testing Service (MTS) is launching
a new mobile clinic, an electric vehicle (EV) van specially fitted to provide accessible HIV
testing across Singapore.

The new EV will replace the diesel-powered van that has supported MTS since its launch in
2011. To date, MTS has provided more than 35,000 HIV and STl tests at multiple locations
island-wide. Over the past four years, MTS has seen a steady rise in client numbers,
reflecting shifting needs and testing behaviours that are reshaping the delivery of
community-based services.

AfA has invested in this new electric vehicle to better respond to these evolving needs and
further strengthen our outreach efforts. The EV will enable MTS to improve the overall
service experience and safety for clients, volunteers, and staff. This upgrade was made
possible through support from generous donors.

We are seeking greater collaboration with schools, workplaces, and community partners
to bring MTS into their spaces, this will avail the service to reach even more people.

The new MTS van’s livery is adapted from the winner of a design competition held by AfA.

As part of activities marking World AIDS Day 2025, AfA will be offering free HIV testing at
both its Anonymous Testing Service and Mobile Testing Service throughout December. We
hope to encourage more people to know their status and take proactive steps toward
prevention and care.

To further support our mission, we held the LOVE2025 Charity Gala at the Four Seasons
Hotel on Friday, 28th November. Attended by 280 guests, the event raised more than
$368,000 in support of our vision of achieving zero new HIV infections, zero AIDS-related
deaths, and zero discrimination in Singapore.



In keeping with our commitment to improving the lives of people with HIV, AfA conducted a
survey on HIV-related stigma and discrimination from March to November 2025.
Respondents who were living with HIV reported at least one instance of stigma or
discrimination in the past 12 months, with:

e 94.0% reporting at least one instance of internalised stigma (e.g. feeling ashamed,
guilty, or having difficulties disclosing their HIV status to others)

e 80.2% reporting at least one instance of anticipated stigma (e.g. choosing not to
apply for jobs, attend social gatherings, or isolating from family/friends)

e 61.2% reporting at least one instance of discrimination (e.g. being verbally or
physically harassed, losing a job, or being refused a job opportunity)

The most common form of discrimination reported was being rejected for or having a
health insurance policy voided.

“With significant biomedical advancements around HIV testing and treatment, it is easy to
become complacent about the realities of living with HIV. Without adequate social support
or legal protections, many people with HIV in Singapore still experience unacceptably high
levels of stigma and discrimination. UNAIDS set the target that less than 10% of people
with HIV should experience stigma and discrimination by 2025, and this study reveals how
far Singapore must go to achieve that,” said Calvin Tan, who is one of only 6 Singaporeans
to have come out publicly as a person living with HIV.

The next phase of the study will involve in-depth interviews and focus group discussions
with people with HIV, to identify the core issues that affect their lives and develop
strategies to address them.

This study is funded by Gilead Sciences.

(Please refer to Appendix for photographs of the new MTS EV van)
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About Action for AIDS Singapore

Action for AIDS Singapore (AfA) was set up in 1988, responding to the challenge of
HIV/AIDS, Sexual Health and STls in Singapore. For over three dedicated decades, Action
for AIDS Singapore has been a beacon of hope in the battle against HIV/AIDS. Our
unwavering commitment to providing support, knowledge, and advocacy has been the
cornerstone of our collective effort to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS, tear down the walls
of stigma, and enhance the quality of life for those affected and vulnerable to HIV/AIDS.

o Lifesaving Programs: Our programs are lifelines for many. We provide HIV testing,
counselling, and unwavering support to individuals affected by HIV/AIDS.

e Education and Empowerment: Knowledge is indeed power, especially in preventing
the spread of HIV/AIDS. We are dedicated to educating and enlightening our
community. Our outreach and educational campaigns serve as beacons of awareness,
dispelling myths and promoting safer practices.

o Reducing Stigma: The persistent stigma surrounding HIV/AIDS poses a formidable
barrier to progress. AfA stands resolute in the face of this challenge, tirelessly working to
dismantle stigma brick by brick, to build a more compassionate and inclusive society.

e Community Support: Our care and support touch the lives of at-risk and marginalized
communities, as well as individuals and families affected by HIV/AIDS in Singapore -
providing them with the resources, compassion, and support needed to embrace
healthier and more fulfilling lives.

Read more at afa.org.sg

About Mobile Testing Service

Launched in 2011, the Mobile Testing Service (MTS) is an extension and expansion of the
Anonymous Testing Service (ATS) by AfA Singapore. The MTS aims to make anonymous HIV
testing more accessible and convenient to members of the public.

MTS has provided anonymous HIV testing at residential areas, educational institutions,
nightclub hotspots, community outreach events, and other public venues.

MTS information and schedule is available at afa.org.sg/mts
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APPENDIX

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MOBILE TESTING SERVICE EV VAN
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